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To His GRACE 


Duke of Schenberg, Marquis of Harwich, 
Earl of Brentford, Baron of T eys, General 
of all Their Majeſties Land-Forces, Ma- 

 ſter-General of T heir Majeſties Ordnance, 
One of their Majeſties Moſt Honourable 
Privy Council, K* of the Moſt Noble 
Order of the Garter, Count of the Holy 
Empireand Merteola, Grandee of Portugal, 

_ General of the Ele&or of Brandenburg's 

Forces, Stadtholder of Pruſſia, &c. 


May it pleafe your Grace, 
F1HE following Papers are bold to preſume 
] on your Grace's Patronage and Protection, - 
from the Conſideration, that by reaſon of 
the gh Station in which you mave, no Perſon may 
_ elaim ſo juſt a Title tothem, as' your ſelf. The 
whole Piece being deſigned for the Inſtruttion and. 
Benefit of Soldiers, R far as CONcerns Morality 
r A 2 and 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and good Manners; preſently conceived your Gra- 
ces Name the fitteſt, as well as the preate$t I 
could ſet before it. I ſhould do widlence to your 
Grace's Honour, to endeavour to confine the E logi- 
ums of your great and generous Actions in a Piece 
of Paper ; fince the whole Chriſtian World is ac- 
quainted with them. Some places to their Coft, 
and with Fear are ſenſible -of that Courage and 
Conduct, with which, and the Affiſtance of Hea- 
ven, your Arms have always proved vigtorious : 
While others with the greateſt Pleaſure and Satis- 

ation mention your Name, as the happy Inſtrument 
of Peace and Safety to them : Efpecrally the Peo- 
ple of England, and I among the reſt, are bound 
to acknowledge, that, next to the Mercy of Al- 
mighty God, and the auſpicious Aid of his preſent 
Majeſty, we owe the greateſt ſhare of the happi- 
_ of our late wonderful Deliwveranceto your Grace . 
May Heaven ſtill proſper your Grace's Undertak- 
ings, for the Defence and Preſervation of the true 
Religion, the Peace and Proſperity of all Ghriſten- 
dom, and eſpecially for the Safety, Honour and 
Welfare of their Majeſties, and theſe Natiags for 

.phom you fight, ſhall always be the Prayer, of 

My Lord, BETTE | 

Your GRACE*s 

Moſt Humble, and 


: Moſt Devoted Servant, 


SEC 
The Reaſon of the Undertaking. 


N all Aﬀairs of this Life, *tis certain, that in order to an 
enjoyment of the happy Life which is to come, our Actions 
mult always aim at a fincere and cheerful Practice of Chriſti- 
an Duties. But eſpecially, they whoare employed in Mili- 

tary Affairs, are in a great meaſure obliged to be ſober and reli- 
gious. For they muſt needs be ſenſible of the danger they daily 
are in of being taken out of the Land of the living ; that they 
always carry their Lives upon the Points of their Swords, nd 
are not ſure of eſcaping the firſt ſhot from the Enemy. *7%s ap- 
pointed for all en once to die, ſays the Apoſtle ; but they that 
are fighting in the Field of War, may be faid, as he ſays in ano- 
ther place, ro 4ie daily, Not that I would ſeem to diſcourage 
Men from the'Enterprizes of Honour and Juſtice, for our Saviour 
came not to bring Peace on Earth, but a Sword, and ſuch a 
Sword asis never like to be ſheathed, while the World laſts, while 
there are Hereſics and falſe Religions to broach, or a true Religi- 
on to defend : And nothing can be more juſt and honourable, 
than for Chriſtians and Proteſtants to ſtand to the loſs of their 
Lives in the defence of the Truth, But that which I aim at in 
urging the danger impending on *the Perſons who are to ſtard 
in its defence, is thereby to excite and quicken in them a ſenſe 
of the duty, which is eſpecially incumbent on them, as ſuch as 
are always af the point to die, and therefore ought always to 
be prepared for death. As I would be very cautious of ſaying 
any thing that may tend to diſhearten them, who are ſet out for 
the Vindication and Defence of the true Religion, and the undoub- 
ted Libertiess of thoſe that are ſincere Profeſſors of it ; but 
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rather, if my poor Rhetorick would avail any thing, I would 
erge all the Arguments I could think on for their encourage- 
ment: Yet 1 would have thoſe that are to run the hazard of the 
War to conſider, that todie in the Field in defence of the Truth, 


will not do the buſineſs, unleſs they die in the fear of God. 


The merit of the cauſe will avail them very little, without the 
comfort of a good Conſcience to accompany it; and I don's ſee 
how Men can have that, when they live {o looſely,as too many do. 
'Tis certzin, there cannot be a berter Cauſe for men to venture 
their lives in, than the defence of the Proteſtant Religion and 
Priviledges : But, they that undertake to loſe their Lives for a 
g02d Cauſe, ought to be gocd Men ; otherwiſe let the Cauſe be 
never ſo good, they may perhaps ſave that, but that will never 
fave them. God makes uſe of men, as the means in his hand to 
recover his PeoplgouTof danger of flavery and arbitrary Power, 
and the Snares of a falſe Religion, but wedon't find that ever the 
merit of the Cauſe prov'd advantageougy to any Man that was not 
truly religious, except It were that ſuch a Perſon may be a 
litfle advanced for a time on Earth, that his fall may be the 
ercater at the time of death. Thus we find, that, though Fehu 
was the Inſtrument of fulfilling all that God had denounced a- 
gainſt the Houſe of Aþ.1b, yet becauſe he departed not from the 
Sins of Jeroboam the Son of Nebat who made T/rael to fin, but 
did that which was evil in the ſight of the Lord, the only re- 
ward we find he had for all his ſervice, was, that his Children 
far upon the Throne to the fourth Generation. So it will be, if 
not worſe with every Chriſtian that goes not forth to War in 
the fear of the Lord, though he may ſurvive as Conquerour, and 
ſo come to Honour and Greatneſs here on Earth, yer he mult not 
expect after this Life to enter into his Maſter's Joy: but though 
he has been an Inſtrument of gDod to God's People, yet he will 
at the laſt day appear to be evil, in that he hes not been good in 
reference to himſelf, I mean if a man fights againſt temporal 
Enemies on the behalf of his fellow Chriſtians, yet unleſs he at 
the ſame time reſiſts the ſpiritual Enemies which are warring a- 
gainſt him in his own Boſom, and endeavour to reſcue his own 
Soul, as well as his Neighbour's Body, he may ſave one, but it 


may be with the loſs of the other, and yet the merit of the _ 
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be never the leſs. - From theſe and the like Conſiderations, 1 
thought it neceſſary to'undertake a work of this nature, which, 
though it may be ſhort, yet, 1 hope, the leſs time is required to 


read what I ſhall offer, the ſooner it may be imprinted on the me- 
mory, and tomoreealily underſtood and obſeryed. 


SEC MM | 
Of the Title, and Scope of the Book. 


1HE reaſon of my prefixing ſuch a Title to theſe Papers, is 

not that I would be thought to underſtand the Religion of 

any one fort of Men, as diſtinct from thoſe Duties of Chriſtia- 
nity, which all men,.of what degree or quality ſoeyer, ought to 
be cxerciſed in, But when I ſpeak of the Religion of a Soldier, 
I mean, thoſe particular Branches of the Chriſtian Religion, 
which do more peculiarly belong to Men of ſich a Quality and 
Profeſſion. Nor am I the firſt-that have written in ſuch a Style ; 
for there has been a Religio Clerici, and a Religio Medici, before l 
had a thought of a R.1igio Militis, which may ſuffice that Iam not 
ſingular, or alone. Neither have I done this in imitation of o- 
thers, that the World ſhould think that TI am ambitieus' of a 
Name equal to the leaſt of them: But as I have undertzken this 
only for the benefit of men of a particular Station, ſo I thought 
it moſt proper to dire& what I propoſed for their Adventage 
in a particular Style. The titling of Books hath always been 
at the diſcretion of the Authors of them: And fo, though I cannot 
tell how toccall my ſelf an Authour, only for that Iknow this to 
be of my own framing, I hope I may claim the Priviledge of 2n 
Authour in this particular. And for the encouragement of thoſe 
who will allow me this, I will venture to promiſe that, as-near as 
I can, they-ſhall meet with nothing, or very little in thefe Pages, 
derogating fromthe Senſe ofthe 1 itle I have fer beforethem: And 
if I make good this, I hope I may come off as to other particulars 
of Mode and Figure well enough. Beſides, I preſume [ —_— have 
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ſomething to ſay for my ſelf, which may ferve inſtead of an 
Apology ; and that is, that to write of the Religion of a Soul- 
dier, may be proper enough in this Age,. becauſe the generality 
of men of that profetlion live as if they were obliged to obſerve 
no rules of Religion at all: As if, though the reſt of Mankind 
are indiſpenſably bound to be Chriſtians, and good Chriſtians 
too, yet 'twere no matter If all of their funCtion were Atheiſts. 
*Tis a ſad thing to be ſoberly conſidered, that men who are under 
obligations to ſleep and wake with their lives in their hands; 
who beſides that they are alike ſujet to the Diſeaſes and Caſu- 
altics of Nature with the reſt of Mankind, they iikewiſe labour 
ina much more hazardous Calling, eſpecially in time of ation 
when they come to engage their Enemies, I ſay, it muſt needs be a 
lamentable ſight, to behold them exerciſing themſelves in all man- 
ner of Wickedneſs, in the midIt of ſuch eminent danger always 
threatning their Bodies, as if they were reſolved, with the loſs 
of them to loſe their Souls too! And no man, certainly, eſpecially 
that has taken upon him ſuch an Office as obliges him-to watch di- 
ligently for the ſalvation of all that. may be ſaved, can be a look- 
er on, and behold ſuch unreaſonable tranſactions without endea- 
vouring to make ſuch poor Creatures ſenſible of their miſera- 
ble condition, and preſcribing them ſuch means as may be effeu- 
2}, with God's Bleſling, to bring them out of it. To ſo good 
an end as this, though it may be ſaid that there.are many excellent 
T reatiſes, which though defigned for the general good of allmen, 
may be ſerviceable enough to private Capzcities, yet, I'preſume, 
a few things propoſed to men of a particular Station, may, for 
any thing that can appear to the contrary, be better taken, and 
find a more favourable reception with them for whom they were 
. particularly intended, and ſo prove more effeetual, and ina good 
meaſure be productive of the end they aim at. However, to 
make the leaſt of the matter, though men of a particular rank or 
quality may reject all general Treatiſes tending to the promotion 
of Religion in them, yet when they meet with ſomething which 
2ims CireCtly at themſelves, they may be moved thereby to con- 
ſider ſomewhat more ſeriouſly of their condition than, pegkaps, 
otherwiſe they would de ; and if they are once brought to a con- 
ſideration of themſelves and the State of their Souls in reference 
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to another world, there'isſome reaſpn to-hape, that every thought 
may work ſome amendment in their.Lives, and ſo by degrees 
they may be wrought upon totally to lay aſide the fins they bave 
before been accuſtomed to commit, and to livein the dayly Ex- 
erciſe of Chriſtian Duties. At leaſt I would have ſuch conſider, 
that if they ſlight thoſe things gyhich are particularly direCted to 
them, for their own everlaſting good, the greater will be their 
Condemnation at the laſt day. And thus I hope the Title of theſe 
Papers appears reaſonable enough, and the whole deſign paſt difſ- 
pateneceſlary, eſpecially in the preſent juncture. 


-S-E- CT: Hl. 
Of the Duty of Souldiers, as Chriſtians, in general. 


© 

S there is no other Name under Heaven by which Men can 

be Saved, but.. that of the Son of God , our: Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt; and as all Men, of what profeſſion ſoever, that are 
willing to be Eternally happy, muſt be obedient to his Goſpel, fo 
they that are by Profeſſion Souldiers, if they allow themſelves 
to be Men,muſt own themſelves obliged to be conformable to the 
DoQtines of Chriſtianity, in order to that end. The ſentence of 
the Wiſeft of Kings and of Men, was, 7o fear Goa and keep his 

Commandments, is the whole Dury of Man. And it concerns e- 
very onethat pretends to bear Arms, not to be afraid of any thing 
like himſelf : They. ought ro be armed with a Courage 
that may make them as it were Inſenſible of Danger from a tem- 
IS a NCtorions: vice, 


poral Enemy. For Cowardiſe in a: Souldj 
and by the Law of Arms unpardonabſe : ; Men muſt ei- 
ey mult reſolve to 


ther not Draw a Sword at all, - or if they. 
Fight, How baſe will that Man appear, who ſhall run away: 
with a Sword by his Sidezif there be a juſt occafion, ard he ought 
to ſtand! Certainly fiich a Man moſt: never-appear: armed again, 
for ſhame: Thus it is ther! with all,;that are liſted in an Army, 
they in that moment engage themſelves to Fight, when eyer they 


are 
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are. Lawfully called -to:1t; i /Nowy when I fay,they:are Lawfully: 
catled/to'Flght,{meam- when the occaſion as well as the Authoris 
iysis legal 3::4orbothi-meuſt 'be' alike juſt, or one ' makes void 
the other: *'On:this account therefore, Men ovght to conſider the 
occaſion; before they give the Onſet. We are taught in the 
Word of God, that fer muſt uot do Evil that Good may come 
of it. And then certainly, we muſt net ado Good that Evil may 
come of it. . ] mean, we mult not Fightunder a Lawful Command, 
toan unlawful end. As ſuppole we were commanded by a Lawful 
Authority to ſpoll the Innocent,to endeavour to propagate a falſe 
Religion, or the like, we mult rather throw down our Arms, than 
ferve to ſuch Purpoſes. And 1f our Condition be ſuch, as that we 
mult obey, or ſufter, we had better ſufter for a good cauſe than 
obey in an Evil. 1 will forewarn you whom you' ſhall fear, ſays 
our Saviour, not himmwho can only kill the Body, and has not Power to 
proceed farther, but him who is able to caſt both Body and Soul into 
Hell. And thus to have the fear of God always before our Eyes, 
is the only way to make us truly Valiant and Courageous. In 
caſes unlawful, the Commanders of:an- Army ſhould examin the 
Juſtice of the cauſe, make the caſe their own, and according- 
ly order themſelves: They ſhould be ſo far from going on un- 
2enerous Enterprizes themſelves, that they ſhould boldly endea- 
vour to deter others from them; ſo-far from compelling thoſe 
that are under themto execute unlawful Commands, that they 
ſhould rather encourage them to a reſolution 'againſt them. The 
main end of War, 1s the maintenance of Truth, Honour and 
Juſtice, and it is the Duty "of Souldiers to endeavour after that 
end in all their a&ions. *Tis the property of a Souldier to be 
free, and the ready way. to be a Slave, is to be mercenary. There 

are. three things, .ſays*.an Ancient Commander , i 
Georgius Frons - ad apt.to deter Honeſt Men from bearing | 
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bergius, Arm 1e: ſpoiling and ruining of Innocent Men, 
whoWWno body'hurt - The difſolute and wicked 

lives of the Souldiers, for want of good Diſcipline ; and the | 
Tngratitude of the Superior Commanders to them that deſerve 
well. And this 1s very. well obſerved-. for Firft, what honeſt and 
generous Man can bear the Sight of injured Innocence, without a 
jult reſentment of ſuch baſe and Ignoble' aftions ? Secondly, to 
ice how looſely moſt Men live ia an Army, may be ſufficient to 
dererr 
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deterr any perſon,that ever had theleaſt ſenfe of Religion, from 
coming into ſuch a Society : And Thirdly, to ſee a Commander 
pocket up that which of right belonys to others that are under 
his Command , Is more than enough to diſcourage Men from 
coming under his diſcipline. or when inſtead of a reward ſyitable 
toa Man's ſervice, he ſhall be flighted and laid afide;zand account- 
ed not worth a Smile for -hazarding his Life; this thuſt needs dif-- 
hearten the moſt Courageous, and make the moſt Valiant Man at 
lezſt ſeem a Coward. From theſe and the like conſiderations , 
then, we may infer that there are ſome Rules of Honeſty and Juſ- 
tice to be obſerved by all Men in the' capacity of Souldiers, as well 
Commanders,as private Cen'inels: And that as they are Chriſtians, 
the ſame Chriſtian. Duties ere incumbent. on them in particular, 
as on a!] Men and Chriſtians in general - that tho' they are not 
to fear or flee from Men, yet they are to fear God, and to keep 
his Commandments. | 


SE CH: MM 


Of the Ten Commandments ; and firſt thoſe of the 
Firſt Table. | 


Oncerning the General Duties contained in the Ten Com- 
mandments, as we have them, there has been enough ſaid 

over and over, by many Learned Men. The bulineſs here will 
be only to ſet down what particular Duties may be inferred from 
each of,them as applicable to the Life of a Souldier. 'Tis required, 
Firſt of all,by the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, that Men ſhould have no 
other God but him. Now nothing is more natural,than for Men to 
worſhip ſomething or other, as God. Mull, gens tam iffera ac bare 
bara, que non cognbjcat efſe Deum, ſays Cicero; There is uo Nation, 
or people ſo barbarous and- uncivil ,! which acknowledg not 
a Deity. And one of the Arguments the excellent Grotius uſes to 
prove the being of God, is taken from the manifeſt conſent of 
all Nations, among whom reaſon and good manners are not quite 
Caſt 
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caſt off, and heir Peaple become Bruits. Therefore. taking it 
for granted, that *tis natural to have, own and worſhip ſomething 
as God, we are to.know in the next place, tN'at we are to have, 
own and Worſhip him as God, whom we know to be the Maker 
of Heaven, and Earth, But there's no need of inſiſting .on this, 
when, I write to the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, We muſt know 
farther, that we.muſt bave, own and Worſhip him and him only, 
as God: And this we are to do, not for a time only, but always, 
ſo long as we live. . Now, as in all Eſtates and Conditions of 
Life the Worſhip of one,God is neceſſary, ſo eſpecially in a Mili- 
tary courſe: of Life this 1s very requiſite. For *tis God that teacheth 
the Hands to War, qnd the, Fingers ro Fight - 'Tis he that goes out be- 
fore us:to Battle, and cauſes us to overcome. In him therefore ſuch 
perſons are eſpecially obliged to put their Truſt, for Aid and aſ- 
ſiſtance -againſt their Temporal, as well as Spiritual Enemies : 
On him they are to rely in all their Fortunes, as a God that Saveth 
not by Sword or any other Weapon, neither by the Arm of Fleſh, 
but by the Almighty Arm of his Power, which is irreſiſtible. 
*Fhere t5*a' very remarkable paſſage concerning the Jews, Fer. 
37- 9, 10. Thus faith the Lord, deceive not your ſelves, ſaying, 
The Chaldeans ſhalt ſurely depart from us : for they ſhall not depart. 
For though ye had Smitten the whole Army of the Chaldeans tht Fight 
againſt you, and there remained but wounded Men among them, yet ſhould 
they riſe up every Man in his Tent, and Burn the City with Fire, 
W hich well conſidered, may be ſufficient to Engage us to truſt in 
him for help and ſuccour. They eſpecially whoare always haz- 
arding their Lives, ſhould have this truſt and Confidence in God, 
that thereby they may behave themſelves with the greater Cou- 
rage &Magnanimity in their Actions, knowing that not an Hair of 
their Heads ſhall periſh without his Permiſſion ;. that they may as 
well be kilPd walking in the Streets of a Flouriſhing City,as Fight- 
ing in the Field,the Danger being alittle more terrible in thelaſt, 
only becauſe 'tis more viſible. Now as an evidence of ſuch a 
truſt in God, it concerns Military Men, always to pray'to him, 
for his help and aſſiſtance, for- the great and excellent Gifts of 
Courage. and Fortitude, which ought at all times ta be inherent 
to a Souldier ; for. ſucceſs againit their Enemies and the ſafety 
and preſervation of, not only themſelves, but ofthe whole Army 
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to which they belong. This courſe has proyed very ſuccesful of 
old among the Heathens themſelves, when they have been fo pi- 
ouſly inclined as touſe it, Tho? they were ignorafit of the true 
God, and invocated mere Traditional Deities repreſented by 
Sticks and Stones, yet their Invocations of thoſe very Statues 
have proved eff:Ctnal, to the vanquiſhing their Enemies, and pre- 
ſervation of themſelves. To this purpoſe we find Romulus offer- 
i2g up his Petitions to Jupiter in behalf of the Komans againit the 
Eabincs, © O Fuptter, fays he, here in this Palatine Hill by thy Com- 
© mand, I Jaid the Firit Fourdation of the City,the Tower the Sa- 
© bine; now C9 wickedly poſleſs 3 whencethey come Arined, having 
© palled the Middis of the Valley. But do thor, O Father of Gods 
© and Men,at 1:aſt drive the Enemies hence: Take awa;y the Roms 
© fear, and ſtop their baſe and covaardly Flight, If thou wilt be 
« preſent to help us, here I vow to build a Temple to Fup:ter, 
© which ſnail remain as a Mcnument to Poſter ity. that thou being. 
« preſent with us, the City may be ſafe. And we ere tald wht 
foliowed on this; that when he had thus prayed, as if he was ii 
that Inſtant ſenitble that his Prayer was heard, * Rerce, O Komans, 
© {aid he, the gocd and great Fupiter commands you to renew and 
© maintainthe Fight. And no ſooner bad he ſaid this,burt the Rom.ns 
ſtood itill,as if 2 veice from Heaven had commanded them : Rot- 
lus puts himſelf at theaHead of the Army, and they all fall On and 
wake a great flaughter of the Sabres, win the Field and recover 
the Tower again, which they had taken out of their Hands, &c. 
Whether the Prayer that Romulus made to Jupiter was the cauſe 
of this, or not, is not to the purpoſe ; *crs ſufficient that he and 
the Komans believed it was. But "cis certain, that Prayer is very 
likely to prevail, eſpecially if it be made to the true God, by 
them that are true Worſhippers of him. Nay, vur Saviour has 
:Tured vs, that if we are*good Chriſtians, "cis butasking and we 
ſhall receive. Who then, in ſuch a cafe would not be a true 
Worſhipper of God, to have his Prayers heard, and anſwered 
according to bF expeCtations? And who would not at all rimes 
Dray.to him, who has fo graciouſly promiſed to grant onr re- 
queſts ? No circumſtance of #Soldier's Life can hinder this ; but 
:n all his, Marches, in all his Poſtures, whether he faces to th3 
Right or Lefr, ro the Front or —_ God is ſtill before him, and 


he 


C2 
he, may in the moſt bufie Aftion offer up ſome ſhort Ejaculation 
to him on the behalf of himſelf, and the whole .Army in which 


he fghts, which may, for ought he knows, bring Victory on. 


them, and cauſe the rout of all their Enemies. Or- however he 
or they may fare, he will be innocent, though he may die upon 
the Spot; if he is at the ſame time praying to his God, he will 
die, not only like a Man, but like a Chriſtian, who only changes 
this Life, for Life everlaſting. 


— 


SEC 3. 
Of the Second Commandment. 


" T is the Honour of a Soldier to fight for the Glory of God : 
And it is his Glory that Religion is kept pure and undefiled. 
Now all Religion conſiſts of two Parts, the cutward Elements 
or 5ymboles, and the intrinlick fignification, or rather habit of 
Purity and Holineſs. 'Fhe lalt of theſe is eſſential to the true 
Religion, whereever ?ris profeſſed. And the freſt are circumitan- 
riallyneceſlary, as we reſpect a due Decornum in our Actions : As, 
thats muſt have a Place ſet apart and dedicated to the Worſhip 
and Service of God, where we ſhould meet together to pay him 
the Honour due unto his Name. This place is calied the Houſe 
of Prayer, 2nd the Houſe of the Lord, or more vulgarly though 
unproperly, the Church. There are likewiſe ſome Ucenlils neceſ- 
farily dedicated to the Uſe of God*s Houſe, which are appropr1- 
ated to the particular parts of his Wo:ſhip ; As the Veilels for 
the uſe of the Lord's Table, and other things for decency and 
order. Theſe circumſtantials are ſuch as are held univerſally ne- 
ceſfary, and are of uſe in all places where the Chriſtian Religion 
is profeſſed. Bur, there are ſome things about Which Chrittians 
differ among themſelves, and the'e are etther ſuch as are indiffe- 
rent, Or {uch as are in their own Nature ſinful, As for things in- 
different, they are not worth diſputing for, or againſt, and the 
time that is waſted in that way, may. be. ſpent- to much better 
| pur- 
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purpoſes. The things that moſt deſerve qur Conſideration, are 
ſuch as are in their own Nature finful. And they are chiefly ſuch 
as tend to the Diſhonor of God, and the lefſening of his Glory. 
Such are, ſetting up Images in Churches, and falling down be- 
fore them and worſhipping them. Now this being flatly for- 
bidden in the Second Commandment, it becomes the duty of 
every Chriſtian gp abſtain from it. Nor is it ovly a Mars duty 
to abſtain from-'1t bimſelf, but he muſt likewiſe have a cage-of 
countenancing it in others. Thus then in the capacity of a Sol- 


| dier, it is his duty, not only to keep himſelf from being guilty 


of [dolatry, but he muſt endeavour to hinder its being impoſed 
on others. To which purpoſe, if he is by a lawful Authority 
commanded to endeavour the propagation of an [dolatrous Relt- 


gion, be muſt rather ſuffer, by loſs of his Commiſſion, or of 


Life it ſelf, than obey in a caſe which tends ſo direCtly co the 
Diſhot:our of Ged, and the Deſtruftion of the true Religion. 
Burt, on the other hand, when he is by a lawful Authority com- 
manded to draw his Sword againſt ldolatry in the Defence of 
the true Religion, he cannot part with his Life more honoura- 
bly, nor on a more juſt or noble Account. And I may add, that, 
That man whouſes his Strength and Skill in defence of his Reli- 
gion, I mean the Proteſtant Religion, for I can promiſe for no 
other ; That man l fay, if he loſes his Life in this World, ſhall 
find it again in the next. For as God who has declared that he 
will viſit Idolaters to the third and fourth Generation, will un- 
doubtedly be moſt ſevere to them, who by violence go about to 
introduce an Idolatrous Worſhip: So the ſame God, who hag 
promiſed to ſhew Mercy unto Thouſands that worſhip him in Spirit 
and Truth, will certainly be their Reward and Portion in a more 


' eminent Manner, who hazard their Lives for his Glory. As our 


Saviour has aſſured us, and all men, Thar, he who would fave his 
Life, by baſe means, ſhall loſe it: But he who Ioſeth his Life for 
his ſake, and the ſake of his true Religion, ſhall find it, that is, 
in the World to come Life Everlaſting. 


O Socii, (neq; enim ignari ſumus arte malorum ) 
O Paſſi graviora, debit Deus his quoque finem, | 


GA 'Thus 
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Thus therefore ſhqguld all Proteſtant Commanders encourage 
thoſe thet are under their Command, as Y7rgil tells us e/Eneas did 
his Followers, by teling-them, that though there may be dan- 
ger, yet perhaps 'tis not the firſt they have overeorte: Or lf it is, 
and they may expect to meet with much greater Hardſhips, yer 
they ſhould think on the Merit of the Caule, and what it is they 
are to fight for, the Vindication of that which,ought to be moſt 
cearx.to them, the Honor cf God, 2nd the Preſervation of his 
truERelizion : And thar if they are Couragious in this, God will 
certainly crown all their Dangers with a glorious and happy 
End. 


ns 


SEL 3. Th 
of the Third Commandmont. 


N this Commandment, two things are obſervable; firſt, a 

Sin forbidden, and ſecondly the darger of committing that 
Sin. The lin forbidden, is, Taking God's Name in vain. Now 
this may be done three ways; firſt, by commgn Swearing ; ſe- 
condly, by taking a falſe Oath; or thirdly, by breaking a true 
one. When I conſider the Vanity of common: Swearing and 
Curſing, the no advantage which they that uſe it moſt reap by it, 
I cannot but wonder what there can be in it ſo comel]y as to in- 
duce men to uſe it. Eſpecially Chriſtians, whoſe Lord and Maſter 
nas ſaid, Swear not at all, for them to be guilty of it in ſo grear 
2 meaſure as ſome gailyare; I cannot expreſs the unreaſonable- 
neſs of it! There are many, I dare ſay, and eſpecially of thoſe 
in the Capacity of Soldiers, who are ſo accuſtomed to this 


 caſie Vice, that they hardly know when they are guilty of it, and . 


when they are not. Andthis is a Sin which proceeds commonly 
irom the Paſſion of a haſty Temper, which is but too ordinarily 
teen in the Officers of an Army, being, diſpleaſed ſome how by 

' them under their Authority. But this ſin being here ſorbidden 


by God himſelf, ſhoyld therefore be avoided by mea ; and hs 
| TNLS 
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this End the Paſſion which may cauſe it, myſt be avoided likewiſe. 
Goo® words are as ioon uttered as bad, .and a man may ſpeak 
cvery whit as properly, and as good Engliſh without an Oath, as 
hecan with it. Secondly, here likewiſe is forbidden, the tzking 
of a falſe Oath. For we are to underſtand, that an Oath may 
lawfully be taken to-jult and generous Ends : Byt when I ſ:y 
we are not to tcke a falle Oath, Imean ſich an Oath, as 1n reſpect 
of either the warter of it, or:the-Perſon to whom, we take 1t, 


. becomes unlawful and unjuſt in it feif. Such was: once the Scotch 


Covenant; and ſuch is the Aſſertion of the Pope's Supremacy in 
any Place out of his ſuritdiction, or Dioceſs. In taking either of 
theſe, we may be {aid to take God's Name invyain. .The Oath 
which we may lawfully take, or a lawful Oath,. is ſich; as aus 
at the Glory of God, and the good of his Creatyres. | And, ſech 
is the Oath of Allegiance, and the Aſlertion of the King's Supre- 
macy, &c. ſuch likewiſe is every Oath we take to be true to the 
Truſt repoſed in us. Any of which Oaths we are not toqbreak 
by any means, or for any..eng,. ſo long as the Oath is.conliſtent, 
and valid in it ſelf. *For wearetounderſtand, that a iawfuhOath 
may in proceſs of time become unlawful, and invali, by being 
inconſiſtent, and one Clauſe contradictory to another. | As for 
inſtance; When I ſwear to bear Faith and true Allegiance, to 
Pay, full and perfect. Obedience to the King ;, and that ir is not 
lawful upon any pretence: whatſoever, to take up* Arms. againſt 
his Authority : And, when at the fame time I ſwear ta-maintain 
and defend the Laws of my Country to the Utmoſt of my Power. 
In proceſs of time, it may be, this King, to whom I ſwear to 
obey, may put me upon breaking the other part of my Oath, by 
doing violence to the Laws of the Land... Now.as one. Oath, or - 
part of an'Oath is undaubtedly as facred.as 2nother, . ſo. by. con- 
ſequence, when I cannot fulfil one without breaking the other, 
both become void, and no.longer of force to challenge my Obe- 
dience: Or at leaſt, eſpecially I may not, nor can, I lawfully 
obey that Perſon, notwithſtanding my Oach'of Fidelity to. bim,. 


who.ſhall require.me to do any.thing contrary, to mny,Qath in a-- 


nother particular : But rather my Oath of Fidelity.to-him ceaſes, . 
becauſe I am equally bound in the other Caſe. Which deſerves 
well to be conſidered by ſuch as remain diflatisfizd in the preſent 

Juncturs : 
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junQure of affairs. ' But, now when no Oath, or part of an Oath 
that I have taken is repugnant to another, I muſt'by no means 
break my Oath. 


. a. Lo f 
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It is very good advice that Pythagoras gives us ; Firſt to wor- 
ſhip God according to his Will ; and then, to obſerve and keep 
our Oaths. And 'tis certainly much better to take no Oath at all, 
if we can avoid it, than to break ic after we have taken ir. 
Now to apply all this to a Man in the Capacity of a Soldier ; 
to be guilty of common Swearing muſt needs be very ' dangerous 
to one in” that Condition, by reaſon of the great Hazards he runs 
in Battles, and Skirmiſhes. Certainly, todie with 2n Oath in his 
Mouth,muſt go a great way toward making him Eternally miſera- 
Hle : Beſides, fuch an Evil Cuſtom may ter.d in a great meaſure 
to the Detriment of the Army it ſelf, and the ruin of the Caaſe 
they fight for ; 'and therefore if they have any ſparks of Good, 
Ronouror Tokice to themſelves or [their Countrymen, who are 
engaged in the ſame Quarrel, they ſhould leave off che Commil- 
ſion of ſo ignoble as well as vain a Sin, and never uſe the Name 
of God, unleſs to call} vupon him in Prayer. Secondly, againſt 
taking a falſe Oath, they would do well to cofſfider, the-Lepality 
of the Perſon's Authority who requires it, and the Lawfulneſs, 
likewiſe of the Cauſe they are to ſwear for. There is a Maxim 
in the Civil Law, | 


Sic jurjurandum licitum decerne, notato 
Quts, cut, quid, per quid, ad quid, cur, quomodo, quando. 


Which I leave to the Reader, if he knows any thing of the 
Languge, to tranſlate himſelf. To thoſe that do not, I ſhall 
only tell them in'a word or two, that they ſhould, according to 
this, weigh :ſeriouſly every Circumſtance of Perſons, Time and 
'Place ; conſider who requires the Oath, or to whom they are 
to ſwear ; whether the Authority be lawful. Then as to the Mat- 
ter of the Oath, what is to be ſworn, by what orto what ; as 

to 
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to the reaſon of it likewiſe, upon what account the Oath is requi- 
red: And thenas to the manner of ir, how it is tobe adminiltred, 
or how we are to take it : And laſtly as to the time, when or on 
what occaſion, &c. And if we do not find all Circuinſtances agree- 
able to the Laws of Chriſtianity, we cannot ſafely take ſuch an 
Oach, To make this plain; when I am required to ſwear Fidelity 
to one, whom I Co not believe hasa Right to my Allegiance, | muſt 
conſult the Opinions of my Country,andif1 ſee that Perſon whoſe 
Authority I queſtion, ſer up by the Repreſentatives and Legilla- 
_ tive Power of the Nation, I am no longer to-doubt of the Legality 

of his Power, but for the Peace and Quiet of -my Country, and 
the Safety of my Religion, be ſubject, not only for Wrath, 
but alſo and chiefly for Conſcience ſake. And the ſame reaſon 
that obliges me to-be ſubject, may engage me to ſweer Sabjecti- 
on. And then, thirdly, when we have taken ſuch: an Oath, as 
we may, and for Peace ſake ought to take, we mult be true, and 
ſtrictly obſerve the Oath we have fo take... Except only in fuch 
a Caſe as I] have already mentioned,. when we are commanded to. 
do any thing unlawful, then, notwithſtanding our Oath of Al- 
legiance, we are not to.obey, Now in the Caſe of a Soldier, 
who ever liſts himſelf into an Army, ought to take all ſuch law- 
ful Oaths-as ſhall be offered him z for otherwiſe it will be dange- 
rous truſting him, leſt he ſhould at one time or other betray the 
Counſels of that Army he pretends to fight. in, ta the Enemy, . 
and think It no Beach of Truſt. But this is a miſtake; for if 
a Man liſts himſelf as a Volunteer, under whatever Command it 
be, he does at that initant tracitly ſwear Fidelity and Obedicnces - 
The very pay he receives being the Seal of the Indenture. Ard 
therefore whether he ſwears in form, or not, his Truſt is the 
ſame, and he 1s under the ſame Obligations to Fidelity. As to-, 
the form of a Soldier's -Oath, among the Antient Romans, this 
was generally uſed: Obtemperaturus ſum, © fatturus quicquid 
randabitur ab Imperatorions, juxta vires;, 1 will obey my Com- 
manders, and do whatever-they command me, to the utmoſt of 
my Power. And ſuch an Oath as this is but-reafonable ; For 
what reaſon elſe can any Man lift himſelf under Command; if 
he does not intend to be obedient to it? But 'tis no matter with- 


what Words the Oath is expreſſed ; ? Tis ſufficient that: it 4s an 
Oath, 
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Oath, 43d every; Qathis acred and not to be broken but upon 


juſt gronnds. And by reaſon that every private Centinel jn an 
Army cannot have the Oath adminiſtred to him 1n particular, 
{ſuch are to know, that if It be only in that they receive pay, 
they are thereby as {irongly, tied to be faithful, as the Officets 


are who folemnly ſwear Fidelity, In a word,then, the Religion of 


2 Soldier, in reſpeCt to this third Commandment, ts, not to ſwear 
at al}, unleſs when luſtice, Honour and T ruth requires, as in the 
preſent juncture; and when he has taken fuch au Oath, either 
*mpylicitly, by a formal lifting himſelf icto the Army, or by a 
:nore formal repetition of the words of the Oath in his own 
Perſon, he wuſt never think of breaking it, fo long as the ſame 
Truth, Honour and Juſtice are ſecured by it. He that takes ſo 
juſt an Oath, and to fo juſt and generous Ends, with a reſojution 
to keep it, end govern his Aftions by it, may with the greateſt 
Aſſurance and Comfort ſavy, SO HELP ME GOD. On the 
contrary, we know what is written, The Lora will noffheld bim 
guiltleſs that takes his Name ia Vain. 


La 


SE CTYIE 
Of the Fourth Commandment. 


S no Chriſtian Souldier is exempted from the exerciſe of 

Chriſtian Dyties, ſo it 1s certainly the Duty of all ſuch 
to ſet apart the time which God has appoinred for thoſe ends. 
Now the Service of God is either Publick or Private. The Pri- 
yate Service of God is that which belongs to every Man in par- 
ticular to perform on private occaſions; as, to Pray in his Fami- 
ly, and in his Cloſer, and to do Acts of Mercy and Charity, &c. 
For theſe, Men muſt tzke the fitter .oppariunities. But then, the 
Publick Worſhip, or Service of Gcd, is that which he requires 
to be performed in a+ more: ſolemn manner, as, To wait upon 
him in his Houſe, to joyn in Prayer with the whole Congregation, 
to hear the word Preached and to Receive the Sacraments,the gn 
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and mark of our moſt Holy Profeſſion, &c. For theſe, there is 
a ſet time prefixed in Holy Writ, viz. One day in Seven, ſet a- 
part and appointed by God himſelf for theſe and other ſuch like 
purpoſes. And for our encouragement herein, he urges his own 
Example; In Six Days the Lord made Heaven and Earth, &c. 
and refled the Seventh Day, and therefore the Lord bleſſed the 
Seventh Day, and Hallowed it, And what can be more worth our 
Imitation than the example of God himſelf? What can we pro- 
poſe more Honourable, and more becoming a generous Soul, 
than to tread in the Steps of the.King of Heaven ? It is an undoubt- 
ed evidence of a Heroick Spirit, when a Man amis at the higheſt 
perfeCtion in all his ations. And nothing ſtirs up emulation more 
in a noble mind, than the examples of great Men, who aCtbravely 
before his face. The greatneſs of their a@ions | makes him 


' emulous of the like Performances, if not greater and more noble. 


And how then ſhould the Example of the great God excite a 
Holy Preſumption in us, to imitate him as near as we may ? 
Since by how much the more we are like the Creator, by fo 
much we are exalted above the reſt of our Fellow Creatures. 
God has commanded us to keep holy the Sabbath-day, with a 
Acmento, remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy, &c. And 
he has given us our Liberty in the other ſix Days, to do what 
we will our ſelves, only we muſt not commit Sin. And cannot 
we ſet apart one Day in the Seven to holy Exerciſes ? It may be 
you will ſay, that a Soldier may be hindred in this particular, 
by his uncertain Marches, or by occaſional Defence of himſelf 
with the reſt of the Army, againſt the approach of the Enemy. 
All this-may be, though a Chriſtian Army ſhould neither march, 
noz fight on the Lord's Day, but in caſe of neceflary Defence 
of themſelves : Yet, however it may fall out, if any Accident 
hinders us from performing cur Duty on the day appointed, 
we may .have an opportunity on ſome other day to ſupply. what 
was wanting the day before, and then we ſhould make it appear, 
that it is contrery to our Inclinations if we at any time neglect 
our Duty. Ar leaſt, while you lie ſtill in your Winter Quarters, 
then you may ſerve God, almoſt, as oft as you will your ſelves: 
Then you' may go to Church every Sunday, according to your 
Duty, and no body will go about to hinder you; Your _— 

D I dare 
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I dare ſay, cannof be againſt it ; or if they are, they ought not, 
but rather ſhould ſet good Examples, that ſo, Commanders and 
private Centinels joyning together in the Pablick Offices of 
Chriſtianity, they may bring down God's Blefling on their Un- 
dertakings, for his Glory, and their Country's good: I would 
be rightly underſtood : I do not by this intend any ſuch Zeal, as 
ſhall be a ſhelter for Cowardiſe, that Men ſhould pretend to ſerve 
God, only to keep out of danger of fighting, when need requires 
it. No, Chriltianity is ſo fer from encouraging this, that it 
provides that Men ſhould ſerve God in ſerving their Country, 
and the Neceflity of the Afﬀair will be ſufficient warrant to leave 
the other to peri{ue that z nay, Inſo doing Men cennot properly 
be ſaid to neglect their duty, becauſe they only neglect one, to 
perform another, which at that time may be more neceſlary. 
But I only put ſuch Men in mind of what they ought to do in 

luch Caſes, if they have time and opportunity. | 
And thus I have briefly run throvgh the Duties incumbent on 
a Soldier, in reſpect to the Commandments of the firſt Table, 
waich contain the Sum of his Religion towards God, Which 
he is in the firſt place to reſpect, by reaſon of that manifeſt Re- 
lJation in which all Men ſtand to God that made them. I fay it is 
every Man's duty to ſerve and- honour God in the firſt place, be- 
cauſe in him we live, ard move, and have our Being. *Twas 
he that made us; ard we are his People, and the Sheep of his 
Paſlure; from him we receive all things neceſſary to our Preſer- 
Vation, our Health, Peace, Food and Raiment, the Greatneſs 
of which Bleſſings they know beſt, who want any ef them. 'Tis 
he that goeth out before our Armies, who teacheth- our Hands to 
war, and our Fingers to fight, He is the God cf Victory, who 
gives it to them that ſerve and pleaſe him. Him therefore we 
muſt ſerve, that through him we may overcome. We muſt aj- 
ways pray to him for help, who only can be our Refuge; and 
Saviour to deliver us; On him, as always preſent with us, we 
muſt truſt; as our only Support under all Dangers and Aſſavlrs 
from our Temporal, as well as Spiritual Enemies. His Battles 
we mult fight in his Name: In the Name of the Lord of Hoſts 
we mult go forth, to fight againſt the Enemies of his true Reli- 
gion, the Worſhippers of Idols, who haye fo long vexed us in 
On 
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our Land, And as we go forth in his Name, ſo we muſt take 
care that we ſanCtifie the Name of God, in all our Words and 
Aftions ; neither uſing prophane Swearing or Curling, nor en- 
tring into a falſe or unlawful Covenant or Oath ; nor for baſe 
Ends, breaking that which is true, and lawfully taken. But as 
his Name 1s facred, ſo let us always uſe it to facred Purpoſes, to 
invocate his Name, to proſper our Chriſtian and generous Under- 
takings, and to ſwear as the Cauſe juſtly requires, to be true to 
his Honour and Glory, by fighting in the Detence of his true Re- 
ligion, our Lives ard Liberties. And whatever Duties elſe, 
whether publick or private, are needfu) and requiſite, we are to 
perform, with the moſt. ferFent Zeal and Afﬀection ; that by 
? thus ſerving God in the firſt place, he may be moved in love to 
; look upon us, be with us and fight for us, and give us the Vieto- 
; ry over all his and our Enemies, to his Glory, cur Honour, and 
their Everlaſting Infamy and Shame. 
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Of the fifth Commandment. 


Aving thus diſpatched ſach Duties as are deduceable and 

neceſſary to be obſerved from the Commandments of 
the firſt Table, we muſt now inquire into the Religion of a Sol- 
dier in reference to thoſg of the Second. And here in the firſt 
place, we are to conſider the Duty of Inferiors toward their 
Superiors, and of Superiors toward Inferiors. The duty of In- 
feriors toward their Superiors, if we reſpect a Military. Life, is, 
Firſt, that the private Centinel do his utmoſt in Obedience to 
his reſpeCtive Officer, whether it be an Order from his General - 
immediately, or.-of an Inferior Officer commitllioned Þy him for 
that purpoſe. In this caſe we are not to conſider the danger of 
the Poſt, ſo much as our Duty to be obedient, and totake wit 
Poſt is appointed for us. ?Tis uſually ſaid, the more dangerous 
the Poſt is, the more honourable ; ang ſome will be ſo far trom 
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denying to accept it, that they take it of mere choice. How- 
ever, whether danger be to be choſen or not, is no matter ; 
this is certain, if a Man liſt himſelf under Command, he muſt 
' neceſſarily be obedient to that Command : And as he would be 
accounted a Coward if he ſhould grumble, ſo he will be thought 
ro better than a Traitor if he ſhould refuſe to be obedient : And 
I preſume it is but reaſonable, fince- the Commanders hazard 
much more for the ſafety of thoſe under their Command, than 
the others can be ſuppoſed to do in obe; ing their Orders, 
This then is the firſt thing requiſite in the duty ofa Private Cen- 


tine] towards his Commander, to be obedient and ſubſervient to, 


him, in doing what he can to exeete his Commands. The ſe- 
cond Branch of his duty in this particular, 1s to honour. ard re- 
ſpe& his Commander as ſuch. And this he muſt do to ſhew, that 
his Obedience docs rot preceed from fear, or that he Is com- 
pelled, and therefore obeys, but that he cheerfully and readily 
obeys him becauſe he honours and loves him. On this account, 
he ought to conſtrue his Commander's words and attions to the 
beſt-purpoſes ; as if he impoſes on him ofrner, or to more ha- 
z2rdous Stations than he does others of his Troop or Compa- 
ny, he ſhould be ſo far from conſtruing this Injuſtice or II]- will, 
that he ſhould rather eſteem it, as proceeding from a particular 
Confidence his Officer has of his Fidelity above other: Mens, &c. 
And he ſhould not only harbour ſuch honourable Conceptions 
himſelf, but he ſhould likewiſe endeavour to inſtil the like into 
the minds of his Fellow Soldiersz and always reprove any one 
whom he ſhall hear ſpeak diſhonourably of tim. And, Thirdly, 
2S an evidence of his thus honouring his Commander, he ſhould 
be ready on all occaſions to ſtand in his*defence, to reſcue him 
from danger, from the conſideration, that upon his preſervation 
depends the fafety of himſelf and all that fight with him: For 
nothing has a more natural tendency to the diſcouragement of 
an Army, than the loſs of a good Leader. And this ſuggeſts to 
me further, that if every Inferior Soldier did but conſider how 
unable he is of himſelf to evade the Stratagems of a Politick 
Enemy, or to Poſt himſelf to any advantage, he would ſee rea- 
ſon enough to induce him duly to honour thoſe that have Con- 
duct as well as Courage, and conſequently, he would be - far 
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from performing a grudging Obedience, that he would think no 
hardſhip or danger too great, if with that, he may haye his 
Officer ſecure. The Commandment ſays, Honour thy Father and 
thy Anker, The private Centinel has ſo many Fathers as he has 
Commanders, all whom he ought to honour and obey, ſo long as 
their Commands are not contradictory, nor unlawful. but he 
has but one Mother, as we reſpeCt his courſe of Lite, and that 
is the Church, which he is to honour with his whole Life; for 
the ſafety and preſervation of which, he is courageouſly to fight 
when ever there is occaſion. The defence of the true Religion, 
ſhould be a Motto :ngraven on every Soldiers heart, which may 
ſerve- to encourage him in the midſt of the greateſt dangers. 
Now the duty of Superiors toward their Inferiors, that is, of 
Commarders toward their private Centinels, is in ſhort this 
To ſet them good Examples of Courage and Fortitude, to Poſt 
others in no, greater danger than they will willingly be in 
themſelves, when occaſion requires, that is, when they come to 
ation: For out of action the Officer's preſence is n@ altogether 
required: To ſhew no more favour, as near as can be gueſſed, to - 
one, than to another:. To be kind and good natured ; ſpeak 
kindly to all, and uſeall means poſſible to encourage them in 
their Stations : To be Commanders, but not Tyrants ; Juſt, but 
not unmercifvl. In a word, every Officer ſhould behave himſelf 
ſo to them that are under his Command, as he is willing to be 
dealt with by thoſe that are in a higher Station than himſelf. 
And even the General himſelf ſhould conſider, that there is a God 
above him, who will one day take account of his Aftions. So 
then it appears to be the neceſſary Duty of all Men of what quality 
ſoever in an Army, to do in all things to others as they would be 
done unto by others, ſuppoling themſelves in other Stations, viz. 
The private Soldier ſhould conſider how he would willingly be 
ſerved, if he were a Commander : And the Commander, ſhould 
think what dealing he would like, if he were a private Soldier, 
&c. And thus, both private Centinels and Commanders ſhould 
- .all their AQtions aim at the Glory of God their Heavenly Fa- 
ther, the Preſervation and Peace of their Mother the. Church, 
and the ſafety and welfare of one another, in. all things doing 
their duty, as it reſpects this firſt Commandment, with promiſe, 
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that their Lives may be preſerved, the true Religion propagated 
and defended, their Country's peace, and plenty ſecured, and 
that ſo all things may go well with them abroad, and that their 
Days may be long inthe Land which the Lord their God hath, or ſhall 
give them at home. 
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Of the frath Commandment, 
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E are not to think that all War is unlaw{u!, becauſe this 

Commandment fays, Thou ſhalt not &:4, This is to be 
underſtood, as prohibiting the Murther of our ſelves or others, 
aut of reveng, or for private ends, or the like. To apply the 
Precept to Soldier, we mult conſider it fix ways: Firſt, that 
he muſt not ſeek by any unlawful means the Life cf his Fellow 
Soldier. I fay-by unlawful means, becauſe in caſe of a Conſpira«- 
cy againſt the Publick good, that is, if any one Perſon in the 
Army, or more ſhould be by any means contriving to impede or 
thwart, or to difcover their deſigns againſt the Enemy, his 
Fellow Soldier knowing of it, may and ought to diſcover ſuch 
Traiterous Deſigns; that the Conſpirators may be brought to 
condign Puniſhment. Or in caſe of the Murther of any Perſon 
in the Army, his Fellow Soldier-may, and ought to make known 
the Murtherer, if he can, that his Neighbour's Blood may be re- 
quired at the hands of him who ſhed it. In ſuch a caſe as this, I 
ſay, a Man may lawfully be the cauſe of his Neighbour's deattr, 
becauſe he is only. acceſlary to the ſatisfying of the Law. But 
when I ſay we mult not by any unlawful means, ſeek our Neigh- 
bour's, or Fellow Soldier's death, I mean, we muſt nat from any 
private Pique or Grudge, or any other occaſion relating to our 
{elves, though it be to revenge the Murther bf a near Relation, 
we may not by any indirect means ſeek the Death of any Perſon : 
But in caſe of revenging the Murther of a Friend, we -are to 
refer the Murthererto Juſtice, ' Secondly, As ye are not to ſeek 


the 
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the death a Fellow Soldier by any means, ſo neither may we on 
anyaccount do violence to any Perſon elſe, though he be a Pub- 


lick Enemy, in cool Blood, uyleſs it be ſo far in our own de- 
fence as that we can by no means avoid it. 
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For, ſays Phocyl:des, though the Perſon we kill be our Enemy, 


our hands are nevertheleſs polluted in the Murther. { And con- 
fequently we commit lin in ſuch an Aion. ] Thirdly, we are 
not to lay violent hands on our own ſelves, for by this we do not 
only in the higheſt manner injure our {elves, but alſo the Army 
in which we are liſted, by robbing it of one of its Members. 
Self-Murther is of all the moſt aggravating Sin, becauſe it leaves 
no ſpace at all for Repentarcey but with the Body deſtroys the 
Soul t90. Some Heroes of old, indeed, thought it a noble thing 
to die by their own hands, rather than by the hands of an Enemy, 
unleſs it were. in the Field ; but the Laws of Chriſtianity forbid all 
ſuch PraQices. Fourthly, by this. Commandment, the private 
Soldier is forbidden to litt up his hand againſt his Commander, 
though he may be never ſo provoked to it ; it being his Duty ra- 
ther to run away from his Fury, if he can, or to endeavour to pz- 
cifie, or diſarm him till his Paſſion be over, or to do any thing 
that he may lawfully do, than to harm him whom God has ſer 
over him. But, fifthly, if we are commanded to take away the 
Life of a Fellow Soldier, or any Perſon elſe, if it be not to ſa- 
tisfie Juſtice, but only to gratifie our Commanders humor, it 
may be, becauſe that Perſon would not obey his Order in ſome 
ungererous Exploit, or the like, we muſt be ſo far from being 
guilty of Murther in this way, that we are to endeavour to reſ- 
cue the Innocent Offender our of his hands. In a word, for 
one Sgidier to kill angther, is not only an Injuſtice to the Perſon 
{o murthered, but likewiſe to the Publick, and to the Murtherer 
himſelf too: For in the firſt place, ſuch a Perſon robs the Publick 
of a Publick Good, as is every one that ventures his Life on the 
Publick Account : - Secondly, he himſelf becomes 6bnoxions to 
Puniſhment, if he be taken, for Blood requires Blood : And fo, 


Thirdly, whether he is caught and executed, or whether he et- 
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capes and is ſeen no more, the Army will by this means have two 
the leſs, and every little gives advantage to the Enemy. So then, 
in the caſe of a private Soldier, Murther is unlawful on all theſe 
accounts, and on any other, that is not for the maintenance of 
Juſtice and Truth. On the Commanders part, in the ſixth place, 
He is by this Precept required to take care that he deals with all 
that are under his Command, as he would be dealt with him- 
ſelf were he and they to change Stations. Nor is he to require 
any Perſon elſe to revenge his quarrel on another, but in all 
caſes he ſhould behave himſelf ſo, as that he may be an Example 
to others of Honour and Juſtice, that they may be induced to 
imitate his generous Actions, and ſo all may become as ſo many 
Votaries for Humanity and Brotherly-Love. And, to conclude, 
that no man may find the leaſt encouragement, either by Exam- 
ple, or otherwiſe, by any means, or for any end to aim at a ſin 
ſo contrary to the Laws of Reaſon, Juſtice and good Nature. 
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SECT. As 
Of the ſeventh Commandment. 


OT tocommit Adultery, according to the ſtriftneſs of 

the prohibition, our Saviour tells us, is, not to look on a 
Woman to luſt after her. And if the Injunction be ſo ſtrift, as 
to reach the affefions of the mind, they muſt needs be notori- 
ouſly guilty of the Sin, who commit it openly, in mind and aQti- 
on too. Among other miſerable Effefts of Sieges, that of Ra- 
viſhing of Women, is one of the neareſt, and next to Murther 
it ſelf, the moſt: afMiCting and deteſtable : Nay, it may be ſaid to 
vie with Murther on one account ; becauſe Murther often follows 
on the Neck ofa Rape. But certainly this will bea heavy Charge 
againſt choſe Men who praftiſe it, at the day of Judgment: For 
I cannot think Almighty God wilf countenance fuch Inhumanity, 
but rather make them ſevſible, with vengeance, that, what is a 
Sin in times and places of peace is a Sin likewiſe in War. Adul- 
tery 
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tery, which 1s here expreſſed, implies a joint Conſent, other- 
wiſe, *tis a Rape on one {ide or *cother.. And 'eis ſyppoſed that 


when this Sin is committed in the ſackin of a Town, it muſt - 


be a Rape on the Man's part, becauſe the Woman, ſurely, can- 
not have fo much kindneſs for him who, it may be, murthered 


her Husbarnd before her face, as to be induced to a Conſent. 


And then we muit grant, that a Sin 1s ſo much the more aggrava- 
ting and heinous, by reaſon of the violence uſed in the Com- 


miſion of it. But, how unbecoming a generous mind theſe. - 


Adttions are, [leave to any to judge. After we have conquered 
Men, to do vioience to the Vomen, is not opera pretinm, as 
we ſay, it renders us more inglorious, and the Horror of all 
that hear of it. Though the Corquelſt it ſelf was never ſo glo- 
rious, yet one baſe Action in this Nature, is enough to blatt it 
all, and us with Infamy. We have many worthy Examples in 
prophane Story, of - Men who abhorred ſuch Actions, as mean 
and unbecomipg any thing of a Soldier. And of all others, the 
young, and generous Sc:p:o deſerves our Imitation in the firſt 
place; who when he hag taken new Carthage in Spain, a Cap- 
tive Virging being preſented to him, of ſuch eminent Parts and 
Beauty, that ſhe charmed all that beheld her,. he was ſo far from 
offering any Injury to her Chaſtity, that he not only reſtored 
her untouched to her Friends, but ordered that ſhe ſhould be 
kept moſt pure and inviolate. 'Tis true, this unuſual ſort of 
Continency, was rffuch ſuſpe&ted by ſome, to be forged, and 
not a real A& of Chaſtity in Scip:o, but a flying Story, ſpread 
on purpoſe to heighten his Fame. Eſpecially ſince that Nation 
was more than ordinarily addiCted to Luſt. Nay, and Scipzo's 
own apſwer to thoſe who preſented her, ſeemed to ſavour of 
ſome ſort of Ardor in him; if his own Glory had not been at ſtake. 
For Plutarch tells us, that he confeiled he could willingly have 
embraced her, if he had been a private Soldier, and not a Gene- 
ral. Or as Polybius writes of him ; That he anſwered, If he was 
a private Soldier, no Preſent could be more acceptable ; but as 
he was a General, nothing leſs affeted him. As if Chaſtity 
was not a Virtue in a Private Soldier, as well as in a Comman- 


der. This, however, we may learn from hence; That as the. 


main Cauſe of Scipio's Continency, proceeded from Prigciples of 

Honour, ſo Chriſtian Commanders ſhould be wrought upon by 

the like Principles of Honour, and Chriſtianity too, to erade 
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all Temptations of this Nature, and be ſo far from doing vio- 
lence toa Woman, who is not able to defend her ſelf, as to re- 
fyſe all offers of kindneſs tending ſo much- to their Diſhonour. 
And the private Soldier too, ſhould hence learn to diſdain and 
contemn ſuch baſe Exploits, as unworthy the thoughts of a Man, 
and a Derogation from the Honour of a Chriitian; to this end 
conſidering, that, as a Commander thinks ivch Actions too 
mean for one in his Station to be guilty of, rie private Soldier, 
being a Man, may be as careful of his Hovvur +5 the other, and 
ſo by this means all may be emulous of true Giory and Honour. 
"Tis a queſtion, which of thetwo ated more honourably, Sc:- 
pio in reſtoring the Virgin that was preſented to Lim inviolate, 
or Alexander the Great, who when he heard of the exceeding 
Beauty of Darius's Wife, whom his Men had taken in Battle, 
he would not ſee her, nor ſuffer her to be brought into his 
tight. For this very Action, Plutarch affirms Alexander to be 


more chaſt than Azamemnon; In that, He preferred a Captive ' 


to his Wife, when the other, though unmarried, refuſed to ſee 
that which might make an attempt on his Virtue. However he 
proved afterwards, is nothing to the-purpole : Good and Virtu- 
ous Actions are to be imitated in whomlſoever, or whenever they 
appear; the circumſtances of Perſons, time and place do not at 
all alter the property of the thing ; but 'tis much ſafer to imitate 
the good Actions of a bad Man, than the evil Actions of the 
moſt pious. But beſides the Meanneſs and Inhumanity of a Rape, 
which I chiefly declaim againſt, though I would be underſtood, 
as condemuing the Sin prohibited in this Commandment in all 
ſhapes at the ſame time, I may offer, how far it is from yielding 
true pleaſure or ſatisfation, could it be committed with never 
ſo much Safety and Honour. 


——— Medio de fonte leporum T4 
Surgit amari aliquid, quod in ipſis floribus angat. 
In the midſt of the ſweeteſt Pleaſure, ſays Zucretins, there ap- 
pears ſomething which favours of Bitterneſs, which continually 
mingles with thoſe pleaſures. And it may be ſuppoſed, that for 


.this very reaſon the more prudent Heroes of all Ages, have eya- 


ded the inticements. to pleaſure, that they might avoid the pain, 
which commonly follows upon it ; and ſo have left Examples and 
Monuments of Continences to Poſterity. Thus we read of Cy- 
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rus King of Perſia, that, when he refuſed to fee Panthea, a moſt 
beautiful Captive, and Araſpes preſſed him to ir, by telling him, 
that ſhe was a Woman worth his ſight ; Therefore, ſays he, | 
muſt the more warily abſtain from the {1ght of her. For, if 1 
ſhould be wrought upon by you, to go to her, or to ſuffer her to 
be brought to me; her Charms, it may be, would allure me to 
behold her, and the more 1] look the better 1 may like, and ſol 
| may be induced to ſtay with her, and many inconveniences may 
follow, which I would not willingly know. How can a Soldier 
tell, but that Beauty may be thrown in his way on purpoſe to 
intrap and deſtroy him ?: This had like to have been the Fate of 
Alexander the Great, had not he followed his Tutor Ariſtotle's 
Counſel. When an Indian King gave him a beautiful Maid to 
_ draw him into pleaſure, who had been nouriſhed with the Poyſon 
of Wolf-bane, and being accuſtomed to it, -as to her daily Food, 
ſhe could conſtantly eat it withour being any way hurt; yer ſhe 
by reaſon of that, could not be touched without Infeftion. 4A4- 
r:ftotle percieving this, by the ſparkling and ſhining of her Eyes 
like a Serpent, Beware, O Alexander, ſays he, for in her are pre- 
pared Snares and Deſtruftion. And this was nothing but the truth 
as It happened, for who ever touched or had to do with her, was 
immediately intoxicated. Now this would have proved a fad. 
Dilemma to him, and to his whole Army too, had he obeyed the 
Allurements of her Charms, before the wholſom Caution of his 
Maſter : It would have convinced them to their Coſt, of the 
truth of the Proverb, Nocet empta dolore voluptas, that pleaſure, 
let it appear never ſo tempting, will in the end prove but an ill 
Bargain to the Purchaſer : Eſpecially the Pleaſures of Luſt ard” 
Concupiſcence.- A Soldier therefore, ſhould conſider that half an 
hours dalliance may ' be the detriment of himſelf, and thoſe 
that are with him; or if it js not, yet "cis too much beneath him 
to truckle to the ſeeming perfeCtions of face or ſhape, eſpecially 
when he is fighting for Honour ard Juſtice. And from theſe Conſt- 
derations,as he would not be guilty of a Sin ſounbecoming, as well 
as dangerous, ſo he ſhould avoid thoſe Exceſſes as may any way 
tend t6 the promotion of it, or raiſing an Appetite toit. Now 
nothing runs men into more, and more unnatural Extravagancics 
than Drunkenneſs ; and this is commonly ſo inherent to a Soidicr, 
that 'tis uſuzlly ſaid, a Cup in the Head makes the Hands fg ht 
the better, and the Heart more couragious, But, how true -{e- 
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ever this may be, "cis certain, that the Valour which is cauſed by 
hard drinking, amounts to no more than a voluntary Madneſs. 
And it has been aſſerted by ſome, that Drunkenneſs kills more 
Men than War. St. Azftin diſplays this Sin iff the moſt proper 
Colours: Drunkenneſs, ſays he, is the cther of all ſorts of VWicked- 
neſs; the very Matter of wilful Offences; the Root of all Crimes, the Ori- 
ginal of all Vices ;, the Troubling of the Head, the Subverſion of Senſe, 
ehe Tempeſt of the Tongue ;, the Storm of the whole Body ;, the Ship- 
wrack of Chaſtity ; the Loſs of Time, | oluntary Madneſs ; Innomi- 
nious Weakneſs ;, the Baſeneſs of Manners; the Deformity and Diſ- 
grace of the whole Life ;, the Infamy of Honeſty, and the Bane of the 
Soul. Charatters odious enough, one would think, to deter any 
thing of a Man from being ſeen under them. And if a Soldier 
could but be ſenſible, when he is ſober, and himſelf, what in- 
glorious *Enterprizes he madly runs upoh when he is not, he - 
would, I dare 1ay, be zſhamed ſo far to unman himſelf as all they 
do, who are ſo intoxicated, and overcome. In a word, it con- 
cerns every one that calls himſelf a Soldier, to take care to do all 
tiiings well and honourably : Which he cannot do, who purſues 
ſuch baſe ACtions as violating the Chaſtity of any Perſon, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch as being Captives have no Body to defend them. To 
this end it concerns them likewiſe to abſtain from ſuch Exceſſes 
as may be the Cauſes of ſuch ungenerous Actions. T he Com- 
manders in an Army ſhould take care that they ſet good Exam» 
ples of Chaſtity and Sobriety ; and if that will not allure others 
to imitate them, other means muſt be uſed to keep up the Ho- 
nour of God, and of themſelves; that while they aCt from Prin- 
ciples of Generoſity and Chriſtianity too, they may. be looked 
upon by all as Soldiers, Men and Chriſtians. *. i 


to 


FESC YE 
Of the Eighth, Ninth and Tenth C ommandments. 


F-Jondly is the beſt Policy, ſays our Engliſh Solomon. And cer- 
- tainly Honeſty, ſhould be fo eſteemed by a Soldier above all 
others. For as much as, if a Soldier be not boneft, he thwarts 


the main End of War, which 4s to. protect the Innocent, and to 
| F | do 
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do Juſtice for the oppreſſed, when other means fail. 1 confeſs, 
it may be lawful enough for the Conquering Soldier to take the 
Spoil of his Enemies, who run away and leave it for him. But 
to do violence, by robbing his Neighbour in cool Blood, and it 
may be too, when he is quartered in his Houſe, is great Injaſtice. 
Nay, 1t is no way allowable in an Enemies Territories to rob or 
ſpoil thoſe that are, it may be; no way concerned in the War. 
Though this is commonly the Effect of a Conqueſt, yet it is 
not juſtifiable, when executed on ſuch as quietly yield. The Law 
of Arms muſt not be contrary to the Law of the Goſpel, which 
ſays, Do violence tono Man. In this caſe, as indeed in all others, 
| the Soldier ſhould make the caſe his own ; ard if he is tempted 
to-rob or ſteal from his Neighbour, he ſhould, before he cloſes. 
wich the Temptation conſider, how he would like to be fo ſer- 
ved, were he in his Neighbour's place. And to the end, the 
Private Soldier may be honeſt, there is a' Duty incumbent on the 
Commanders of an Army, not to ſteal from them, by defraud- 
ing them of their Pay when it is due, or delaying to pay it as ſoon 
as it is due : For otherwiſe, with what Conſcience can a Com- 
mander puniſh a Soldier for being a Thief, when he knows at 
the ſame time, that by reaſon of his keeping back that which is 
due to him, he muſt either, ſteal or ſtarve ? Wherefore, let 
the Commanders be Examples of Honeſty tothe Private Soldiers, 
by duly diſtcibuting their Pay ; and then let the Private Soldiers 
learn their Duty,. To be content with their Wares. 

Beſides that which oppoſes it ſelf to Theft or Robdery, there 
is another kind of Honeſty, which forbids all endeayours of rai- 
ſing or eſtabliſhing ones fortune by indire&t means. Ambition, 
I confeſs is as warrantable in a Soldier, .as in any Perſon what- 
ſoever : But then, there are the ſame limits to be ſet to the 
Ambition of a Soldier, and the ſame Rules to be obſerved in it, 
as there. are in the Ambition of any Man elſe, As, 72t to endea- 
wvonur to raiſe themſelves by the Ruin of others, wor to make uſe of 
their weaker Brother as a Stirrup to mount them into the Saddle of 
their deſired Greatneſs, but to be honeſt, and do righteous things, do to 
others' as they are willing others ſhould do tothem. Now, the molt 
practicable Method of infinuating ones ſelf into the Favour of 


our Superiors, is to endeavour, by falſe reports to leſſen the * 


reputation of ſuch as are in favour already. As, to accuſe them 


of ſome ill thing to make them ſuſpected ; to forge Conſpira- 
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cles and to bring them in as parties concerned, and ſo by lying 
and all kind of Injultice to ruin others to raiſe our ſelves. Put 
as nothing is more practicable, ſo nothing is more unjuſt and ſin- 
ful than Actions of this Nature. And fince thoſe Arts are more 
eſpecially practiſed by Soldiers againſt one another ; 1 would 
tell them, that the beſt way for a Soldier to get Honour, ard 
Advancement in an Army, Is to make uſe of all opportunities to 
give Teſtimonies of his Valour, to give all Men their due Re- 
ſpect and Character, to act always upon true Principles of Ho- 
nour and Generolity ; and to eſteem all kind of underhand Pra- 
Etices as too baſe and mean for the Breaſt of a Soldier to enter- 
tain. Eſpecially, To bear falſe witneſs againſt one another, is ſo 
pitiful ard unmanly, that ſurely, any Perſon that pretends to 
bear Arms ſhould ſcorn and be aſhamed of it, not only as it is 


-In a high manner ſinful, but as it is likewiſe a Derogation from 


all true Principles of Honour. 

The late Reverend Biſhop Sanderſon, in his Caſe of a Military 
Life, tells us, that, * If there be any poſlibility of finding a Per- 
* ſon capable to take upon him the Employment of a Sceldier, as 
© his proper Profeſſion, it muſt be among thoſe that propoſe to 
© themſelves the ſame end therein, that is, or ought to be the end 
© of War; that is to ſay, thoſe that after an impartial Search of 
* their own Hearts, can truly ſay,and not pretend only, That their 
© chiefeſt aim in applying themſelves to the Wars, Is to do their 
© King and Country ſervice, in procuring or preſerving the Peace 
© thereof, which no Man can truly ſay, but he that preferreth the 
© Publick Good, and the Peace of his Country, before all private 
© [ntereſts. - But how contrary do they aCt to this, who propoſe 
nothing more to themſelves, at their ſetting out, than the gra- 
tifying their Covetouſneis and Luſts? Coveroufneſs, the Apoſtle 
tel]s us, 7s Idolatry - And if ſo, how can that Man pretend totake 
vp Arms againſt Idolatry, who at the ſametime lets Covetouſneſs 
be Miſtriſs of his Heart ? *Tisaflat Contradicion. For a Manto 
take up Arms from a Deſign upon his Neighbour's Houſe, or a 
deſire of his Wife, or of any thing elſe that his Neighbour law- 
fuliy enjoys, is too ungenerous for a true Heroick Soul. A Gene- 


- rons Conqueror will be ſo far from entertaining ſuch baſe Deſires, 


that he will rather give his Enemy more, if heappeers willing to 
ſubmit, than take away any thing from him that he does or may 


enjoy. Eſpecially, he will be ſo far from coveting his _ or 
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.all the encauragement poſlible to thoſe that entertain. us, that. 
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doing violence to the Chaſtity of any Woman, be: ſhe never fo 
beautiful, that he will honourably defend her from the Villany of 
others of a more ungenerous and laſcivious Mind. Ina word, 
no end can be lawfully propoſed by any Man in taking up Arms, 
but to fight for the true Religion, his lawful Sovereign, and the 
Peace and Welfare of his Country. He that draws a Sword to 
other more ungenerous or unjuſt purpoſes, will thereby cauie 
his Name to {tink 12 the Noſtrils of Poſterity. But he that 
fights for juit and generous Ends, will have this to comfort him, 
If ic be his fate to die in the Field, that after-Ages will ſay of 
him, that hedied like a Man, and like a Soldier. 


SECT: 


Of St. John Baptiſt's Anſwer to the: Soldier, 
LUKE, 3. 14. 


Aving thus briefly» laid down the Religion of a Soldier, as 

it reſpe&ts the Moral Law, or the Duties of the Ten 
Commandments, I ſhall conclude with the Doftrin of St. Fohr 
Baptif ; who when the Soldiers anfong others came to him, and 
asked him what they ſhould do? He ſaid unto them, Do violence 
to no Man, neither accuſe any falſly, and be content with your 
Wages. Whence. we may take notice, in the firſt place, that 
when he ſays, Dowiolence to no Man, he does not in that make ail 
ſorts of War unlawful, becauſe War cannot be carried: on with=- 
out ſome violence ; bur he thereby inſinuates, that cis the Duty. 
of Soldiers, to ſee that the War be juſt, before they adventure in 
tr, otherwiſe they may do violence with a witneſs. Now, that 
War only can be ſaid to be juſt, which is begun and carried on 
for the Glory of God, the good of his Church, the Honour and 
Preſervation of a lawful Authority, and the Peace and Weifare 
of Chriſtendom in general, and of onr reſpe&ive Common-, 


. wealth in particular. In being concerned in-ſuch a War as this, 


ſo long as we aim at no worſe ends than theie, we cannot do a= 
miſs. Secondly, *when he ſays, Do wiolence to no Man, he thereby 
intends, that we ſhould doto others as we would they ſhould-da. 
to us: Not be uncivil and outragious in our Quarters, but.give. 
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we may recieve their kindneſs, not as if it .came of force, but 
.with good Will and Pleaſure. It has been a great Grievance to 
many poor People, that the Soldiers who have been quartered 
upon them, have behaved themielves in 1ſo inſolent a manner, 
that they appeared in nothing, ſhape only excepted, like other 
Men. But as a Soldier ſhould above all others be endued with, 
and guided by Principles of Humanity; ſo it redounds mnch more 
totheir ſhame, if they at any time appear otherwiſe. Thirdly, 
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' more, particularly, when he ſays, Do' no wiolence ro no Man, he 


means, that Soldiers who always are armed, ſhould have a care 
of offering any Injury to thoſe thatare not. And, to ſay truth, 
nothing appears more infamous, than he who ſhall ſo far abandon 
all Sparks of Generoſity, as to offer yiolence to one that is not 
11 a capacity to defend himſelf.; his very Name will ſtink whilſt 
himſelf is living. Again, when he ſays, Accuſe no Man falſly, 
any one may gueſs what he means, That we ſhould nat for any 
end whatever, betray the Innocent by falſe Accuſation, or ſpeak 
evil of ſuchas deſerve better than our ſelves. But of this ſee more 
in the foregoing Seftion. Laſtly, when he ſays, Be- content with 
your Wages, he teaches us, to be ſatisfied with the common Pay ac- 
cording to our Peſt and Station, and not toendeavyour after more 
by any indire& means, as Robbery, Bribery or the like. Eſpe- 
Clally, to take a Bribe to aC&t in any caſe contrary to ones truſt, 
is a moſt abominable Crime, flatly repugnant to the Laws of 
Arms, Chriſtianity and Nature it ſelf. ?Tis very ungenerous for 
an Adverſary to endeayour to prevail by Bribery, but 'tis mnch 
more baſe for any Man to accept of the Bribe that's offered to ſuch 
unlawful Ends. But, a word of this, I hope may be ſufficient. 
To conclude, This in ſhort is the Moral Religion of a Soldier, to 
'direct all his Thoughts and Actions to the Attainment of juſt and 
generous Ends: To fight, when he is lawfully called to it, for 
Religion, theGlory of God and the Good of his King and Coun- 
try : Againſt the Worſhippers of Idols and falſe Gods, whoeither 
hurt us abroad, or diſturb our Peace at home. Not to lift np his 
band for Injury or Oppreſlion, but cheerfully to draw his Sword, 
and couragioully to fight for the Preſervationof Truth, Honour 
and Tuſtice: In all caſes to behave himſelfſo, that God may love 
him, and fight with him ; and then he need not fear what Man can 
do unto him, ———S: Deus nobiſcum, Quis contra nos ? 
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